. Dr Gottschalk made national headlines in the late 1980s when he concluded that President Reagan suffered from cognitive brain impairment as early as his first term, years before the late President was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. He reached this conclusion using the famed Gottschalk-Gleser Scales, a diagnostic tool he helped invent, which charted impairments in brain function. To prevent the politicization of his findings, Dr Gottschalk delayed releasing his results until near the end of President Reagan's second term. Ever the innovator, Professor Gottschalk, later converted the time-consuming Gottschalk-Gleser Scales into easy-to-use computer software. That program assesses cognitive impairment as well as anger, depression, and anxiety.
Dr Gottschalk greatly enhanced the neurobiological understanding of schizophrenia, anxiety disorders, addiction, violent behavior, and hyperactivity. In recognition of his many contributions, including a $1.5 million gift in 1997 to create the Louis A and Helen C Gottschalk Endowed Fund in the School of Medicine, he was awarded the UCI Medal (the highest honor given at UCI, 1997). Dr Gottschalk was a prolific writer, publishing numerous books and scientific articles. He left an indelible mark as a researcher, teacher, and philanthropist.
